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Public school districts in the United States completed almost $12.7 bil-
lion of construction, including new schools, additions to existing
schools and major renovation projects in 1997. This marks the second
year in a row that more than $12 billion worth of construction was put
in place by public schools, culminating a decade of increased construc-
tion that mirrors the increasing numbers of students moving through our
school systems.

Nor is the trend about to end. If public schools complete all the con-
struction they have projected to be completed in 1998, the total will be
$14.6 billion. In addition, it is estimated that $15 billion worth of con-
struction will be started during the 1998 calendar year for completion in
1999, 2000 and beyond.

These are among the major findings of SP&M’s third annual con-
struction report, compiled in partnership with School Construction
Alert, a reporting service of Dun & Bradstreet's Market Data Retrieval
division.
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Types of Facilities Schools Will Provide

Looking at elementary schools, one three out of four have local area networks. Too many ele-
can see that most core facilities exist mentary schools are still built without telephones in the
in every building. Media centers classroom, a situation that may create problems in the future.
P e must be paired with libraries and The pattern with middle schools is much the same. The
Construction multipurpose rooms with gymnasi- core facilities for the most part exist in all middle schools.
ngm'[f ums since they serve the same basic  More than 90% of middle schools have computer labs and

purposes but go by different names. ~ more than 89% have local area networks. Gymnasiums,
Two-thirds of elementary schools locker rooms. bleachers, music and art and crafts rooms,
now include a computer lab and along with science labs. appear in almost all middle schools.

What New Schools Starting in 1998 Will Provide
(% of new schools that contain facility, by grade level)

Core Faciiities Elementary Middle/JHS High School
Classrooms 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Offices 100.0% 100.0% 100.0%
Infirmary/Clinic 96.9% 96.4% 89.6%
Kitchen 96.3% 95.9% 90.2%
Cafeteria 96.3% 95.7% 90.2%
Library 83.6% 89.4% 86.6%
Multipurpose Room 47.8% 31.9% 35.9%
Media Center 33.0% 81.5% 79.3%
Lockers 24.4% 95.0% 98.1%
Technology Facilities Elementary Middle/JHS High School
LANs 78.3% 89.4% 87.8%
Fiber Optics/Cabie 70.3% 84.4% 78.7%
Computer Lab 66.6% 92.1% 88.5%
Phone Lines in Class 21.6% 32.6% 45.1%
WANs 12.6% 22.7% 24.9%
Technology Lab 4,3% 30.4% 45.7%
Language Lah 1.2% 10.0% 18.9%
Televised PA 1.2% 4.9% 8.5%
Athletic Facililies Elementary Middle/JHS High School
Gymnasium 75.2% 92.9% 92.1%
Bleachers 16.3% 84.4% 88.5%
Locker Rooms 15.4% 91.4% 97.0%
Field House 1.2% 2.8% 71.2%
Track 0.2% 7.0% 23.8%
Fitness Center 0.0% 0.6% 18.3%
Tennis 0.0% 3.5% 11.5%
Pool 0.0% 0.0% 4.2%
Stadium 0.0% 0.7% 6.1%
Fine Arts Elementary Middle/JHS High School
Arts/Crafis 91.0% 75.0% 61.0%
Music 74.6% 80.8% 76.8%
Stage 20.3% 39.9% 62.2%
Auditorium/Theater 7.6% 29.9% 58.5%
Fine Arts 1.5% 71.0% 9.7%
Specialiy Facilities Elementary Middle/JHS High School
Science Lab 10.7% 85.8% 86.6%
Industrial Tech. 2.1% 14.8% 43.9%
Home Economics 1.8% 26.1% 48.7%
TV/Radio Studio 1.2% 2.0% 12.1%
Photo Lab 0.9% 4,9% 26.2%
Vocational Shops 0.0% 0.3% 29.2%




