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School construction is definitely increasing.
Is it increasing enough to meet demand?

Education Construction in the United States
(1996 completions, 1997 completions and 1997 starts; $000)

‘96 Completion ‘97 Completion  “97 Sturts
School Districts S _ _
New Schools $6,117,095 . 56,946,629 56,758,671
Additions 3,557,333 3,183,835 3,094,699
Renovations 2,344,217 1 00,426 3,322,593

i

Colleges - ' '
New Buildings $4,528,792 $4,471,839 54,056,188
Additions 541,697 600,052 646,406
Renovafions 1,181,310 834,093 1,096,830
Total Construction $6,251,799  $5,905,984  $5,799,424
All Education ;

New Buildings  $10,645,887 $11,418,468 $10,814,859
Additions 4,099,030 3,783,887 3,740,745
Renovations 3,525,527 3,534,519 4419423

| Construction $18,270,

R b e

Table 1
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by Paul Abramson

» More money was spent on school con-
struction in 1996 than in any other single
year in our nation’s history.

» School districts completed more than
$12 billion worth of construction during
the last calendar year, about $700 mil-
lion more than had been projected in the
survey conducted a year earlier.

» More than than $6.1 billion was for en-
tirely new school buildings, 50.9 percent
of total constriction spending. The bal-
ance was spent on adding to and upgrad-
ing existing buildings. This is the first
year since 1982 that more money was
spent on building new schools than on
upgrading and expanding existing ones.
These are among the major findings of

SP&M’s Second Annual Construction Re-

port, compiled in partnership with School

Construction Alert, a reporting service of

Shelton, Conn.-based Market Data Re-

trieval, a division of Dun & Bradstreet.
Raw information for this report is gath-

ered by School Construction Alert, and is
based on survey forms and phone calls to
every school district in the United States.

Our readers significantly increase the ac-

curacy of this national report (which is

used by the federal government, as well as
many state governments and educational
organizations) when they provide detailed
information to the School Construction
Alert callers.

National Totuls

School districts and colleges were asked
detailed questions about construction com-
pleted in 1996, expected to be completed
in 1997 and projected to start in 1997.

As Table 1 shows, school districts in
1996 spent more than $12 billion on total
construction, including $6,117,090,000 on
new schools, $3.557,333,000 on additions
to existing buildings and $2,344,217,000
on renovations of existing buildings.

This is 16.6 percent more than the $10.3
billion worth of construction put in place
in 1995.

Interestingly, the amount of money
spent on renovations was almost the same
($2.3 billion) each year, but the amount of
dollars spent on additions increased by
better than 21 percent, as did the spending
for new buildings.

A year ago, school districts were asked






Table 6-1 Table 6-2

Region 1: Conn., Maine, Mass., N.H., R.l., Vt. Region 2: Del., N.J., N.Y., Pa.
~ Consiructon Activty (5000s) : Construction Activiy (5000s)

Additions  Renovafions Total New Schools  Additions  Renovations Totdl
Complefions, 1996 S 297,597 | $248,578 | S 280,560 | S826,735 Complefions, 1996 $439,319 | S766,177 | $ 4058,486 |S1,610,982
Completions, 1997 321,619 340,557 296,386 958,562 Completions, 1997 654,434 605,967 486,344 | 1,746,745
Starting in 1997 325,338 321,643 309,112 956,093 Starting in 1997 631,742 668,880 602,427 | 1,903,049
Total Activity $944554 | S910,778 | $886,058 |S 2,741,390 Total Acivity $1,725495 S 2,041,024 |S1,494257 |S5,260,776

% of total 34.46% 33.22% 32.32% % of fotal 3280% | 38.80% 28.40%

Cost/sq.ft Cost/Student Sq.fi/ Medion  Medion  Medion
Sudent Gt #Shudems Sie(sq.f)

S 115.385 23,249 [132.5 | S 12,500,000

(ost/sq.ft Cost/Student Sq.fi/  Medion  Medion  Medion
Student  Cost # Students  Size (sq. ft)

60,000

Elementary [ $123.53/519,200|160.0 | S 6,300,000 Flementary

Middle/JHS | 122.12| 28,900 {202.0 | 14,550,000| 600 120,500 Middle/IHS | 133.33| 20,500 {125.0 20,000,000 | 1,032 | 150,000
High school | 154.301 30,1811238.4 17,540,000 1 680 1138,000 High school |  155.701 28,2921220.2 | 27,485,000 1,009 1206,556
Table 6-5 Table 6-6
Region 5: Ala., Fla., Ga., Miss. Region 6 Ind., Ohio, Mich.
Consruction Actvity (S000s) Construction Acivity (S000s)

Total
$1,367,428

Additions
$ 559,592

Renovations

§ 345,094

New Schools
Complefions, 1996 S 462,742

Total
$1,128,002

Additions
5 208,936

Renovations

§169,125

New Schools
Completions, 1996 $ 749,941

Complefions, 1997 966,460 | 184,968 118,931 | 1,270,359 Complefions, 1997 ~ 681,592 | 415519 | 558,880 | 1,655,991
Startingin 1997 807,159 252,80 123,213 | 1,183,172 Startingin 1997 696,991 | 351,772 | 585,09 | 1,633,859
Total Adtivity ~ $2,523,560 | $646,704 | S411,269 (S 3,581,533 Total Adivity ~ $1,841,325 (S 1,326,883 |$ 1,489,070 (S 4,657,278

% of total 70.46% 18.06% 11.48% % of total 39.54% | 28.49% 31.97%

Cost/sq.ft  Cost/Student Sq.ft/  Medion Median  Medion Cost/sq. ft  Cost/Student Sq.ft/  Medion Median ~ Medion

Student  Cost #Students  Size (sq. ft)
Elementary | $72.73| $9,882120.0 | $6,500,000| 544 | 75,000 Elementary | $93.34 (521,469 [160.0 | $8,500,000| 387 | 79,672

Middle/JHS |  64.92| 8,540(138.8 [ 7,670,000 755 |113,320 Middle/JHS | 113.51( 27,273 (227.9 | 10,500,000 | 675 | 92,500
High school | 77.751 10,3781140.5 | 12,000,000 | 1,100 (161,300 High school | 104171 21,9371212.4 | 12,500,000 1 559 1130,000

Student  Cost # Students  Size (sq. ft)

Table 6-9 Table 6-10 _
Region 9: Ark., La., Okla., Texas Region 10: Colo., Mont., N.D., N.M., 5.D., Utah, Wyo.
Construcion Actvity (S000s) Construcion Actvity (S000s] -
Mew Schools  Additions  Renovations Total New Schools  Additions  Renovations Total

Completions, 1996 $ 687,338 | $318,682 | S182,180 |$ 1,188,200 Completions, 1996 $404,347 | $133434 | 71,883 | $ 609,664
Completions, 1997 719,387 [ 305,731 194,898 | 1,220,016 Completions, 1997 326,576 | 107,168 50,949 484,693
Startingin 1997 802,317 | 194,703 187,826 | 1,184,846 Starfing in 1997 252,097 | 106,214 115,301 473,612
Total Activity ~ $2,209,042 | S819,116 | 564,904 |S 3,593,062 Total Activity $983,020 | $346816 | $238,133 (51,567,969
% of fotal 61.48% 22.80% 15.72% % of total 62.69% 22.12% 15.19%

Cost/sq. ft - Cost/Student Sq.ft/  Medion ~ Medion  Medion

Cost/sq. ft  Cost/Student Sq.ft/ Medion ~ Medion  Medion
Student  Cost #Students  Size (sq. ft.)

Student  Cost #Students  Size (s, f1)

Elementary | $75.00| $8,000(114.1 | $5875,000| 600 | 70,000 Elementary [ $90.00( $9,056 [101.7 | $ 4,700,000
Middle/JHS 8,800)1258 | 5,317,500 92,284 Middle/JHS | 93.52| 23,096 (212.4 7,932,000 90,120
High school 11,4621153.8 | 4,370,000 62,000 Highschool | 91.481 26,0111270.6 | 8,650,000 89,450
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