Colleges and universities are growing, with
$6.3 billion in construction to be completed
and another $06.5 billion to be started this
year alone.

By Paul Abramson

completed almost §5.8 billion worth of con-

struction in 1997 and will complete $6.3 bil-
lion in 1998. Also in 1998, institutions of higher
education plan to starf another §6.5 billion worth
of construction.

Those are among the highlights of CoLLeGE
PLANNING & MaxacemENT'S third annual survey of
college and university construction, carried out in
conjunction with School Construction Alert, 4
reporting service of the Market Data Retrieval Divi-
sion of Dun & Bradstreet.

Representatives of School Construction Alert
place annual telephone calls to each of the 3,600
colleges in the United States, seeking information

Cnllegcs and universities in the United States
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on their construction programs. This information is
compiled into state and regional reports from which
projections of total construction activity are made.

Table 1 shows college and university construc-
tion from 1995 to the present. Total construction
topped $6.1 hillion in 1995, rose to $6.25 billion in
1996 then fell in 1997 to just under §5.8 billion. All
indications are that construction completed will
rebound this year, probably to $6.3 billion.

Most college construction money goes into new
buildings. Relatively little is used to expand existing
structures. Somewhat more is put toward rehabili-
tating and upgrading existing buildings. Consicer-
ing the huge backlog of deferred maintenance (see
“Is Deferred Maintenance Threatening Your Cam-
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Dormitories are less stark than
they once were. Seventy-seven per-
cent provide carpeting in public
areas and 58 percent provide it in the
individual rooms. Fully 75 percent of
the buildings are centrally air conditioned.

Electronics plays an important role, with 92 per-
cent of the residence halls providing access to the
Internet and almost 96 percent allowing students to
tap into the college computer systems from their
rooms. Cable television is available in five out of
every six new dormitories. Almost 80 percent of the
residence halls have eleyators.

As far as security goes, two out of three residence
halls now use card access systems to control entry,
and slightly more than one-third of all residence
halls use a video surveillance system to safeguard
students and cut down on theft and vandalism.

With so many construction dollars being spent
in 1998, it'll be interesting to see how much will be
spent in 1999, Be sure to check out next year’s
report for the update. d

Paudd Abramson is editorial divector of COLLEGE PLANNING
& MANAGEMENT midgazine.

TABLE 6:
Residence Hall Amenities

(Percentage of New Dormitories
Containing Various Facilities)

Item Percentage
Carpeting in Public Areas 77.3%
Carpeting in Resident Rooms 58.3%
Central Air Conditioning 75.0%
Weight Rooms 20.8%
Television/Recreation Room 86.9%
Dining Hall 8.7%
Kitchen 52.2%
Laundry 95.8%
Classroom 33.3%
Access to Internet 91.7%

Computer Access to College Facilities 95.8%

Cable TV Access 83.3%
Gard Access Security System 66.7%
Video Surveillance 31.5%
Elevators 79.2%

TABLE 5: Profile of New College Buildings

Cost per Square Foot

Median Size Total Cost Low Quartile Median High Quartile Sample
Building Type Sq. Ft. ($000s) () ($) (§)  #of Bldgs
Academic 40,000 $5,500 $102.70 $124.10 $150.00 148
Science 65,000 $10,000 $132.50 $175.00 $229.36 79
Library 69,200 $11,000 $110.50 $128.57 $166.07 35
Student Union 39,000 $5,500 $116.50 $138.89 $171.43 29
Physical Education 65,400 $6,400 $92.11 $113.21 $141.52 40
Dormitory 50,000 $4,250 $74.56 $85.37 $106.06 37
Performance 52,200 $10,000 $120.00 $156.25 $208.33 22
Technology 49,000 $7,100 $100.00 $141.67 $176.36 3
Office 24,000 $3,000 $62.50 $94.12 $166.67 23
The median cost of all 444 new buildings included in this table was $167.87 per square foot.

28 March 98 / CoLLEGE PLANNING & MANAGEMENT



Your Campus?,” COLLEGE PLANNING & MANAGEMENT,

January 1998), the relatively small percentage of the

construction dollar that goes to rehabilitation (17
percent) may be a cause for campus concern.

Approximately $6.5 billion of construction activ-
ity is expected to start in 1998. Tt will be completed
in the next two to four years. That volume indicates
that construction is on the upswing. One year ago,
when asked to estimate the amount of construction
that would start in 1997, the total was just $5.8 bil-
lion. Construction starting in 1998 could exceed
that started in 1997 by as much as 12 percent.

Why so much college construction? Several fac-
tors have been named by college representatives,
including the desire to provide new, modern facili-
ties, particularly in the sciences; increasing
demands on some campuses for room in dormito-
ries; competition for a relatively small cohort of
high school graduates with the hope that better
recreational, athletic and student union facilities
will bring more students; and, of course, the very
real space demands of the technology revolution.

But there is another important reason for col-
leges to be planning and building now: Within the
next five vears colleges will no longer be fighting
over a4 small cohort of available students. Instead,
they will be seeking room for an ever-growing num-
ber of high school graduates, most of whom believe
that, without a college diploma, their chances to
advance in the modern world of work are quite
slim. Within five vears there is going lo be an over-
whelming demand for new college space. If colleges
don’t build it now, they’ll never catch up to this new
wave of students.

What Happened in 1997

College construction in 1997 fell below $6 bil-
lion for the first time in this decade, It is hard to

pinpoint a specific reason, but small high school
graduating classes combined with legislative anti-
tax (and anti-education) policies at the beginning
of the decade probably took their toll, delaying some
projects and scaling back others.

Even so, about $5.8 hillion worth of construction
was completed (see Table 1), of which about $4.3
hillion (73.8 percent) went to entirely new build-
ings. At an average cost for new college construction
of approximately $168 per square foot (see Table 5),
it appears that colleges completed about 25 million
square feet of new buildings in 1997,

Beyond new buildings, colleges spent $529 mil-
lion, approximately nine percent of their construc-
tion dollars, on enlarging existing space, adding

Regional Definitions

Region 1: Conn., Maine, Mass.,
N.H., R, Vt.

Region 2: N.J., N.Y, Pa.

Region 3: Del., D.C., Md., Va., W.V.

Region4: Ky, N.C,, S.C,, Tenn.

Region 5: Ala., Fla., Ga., Miss.

Region 6:  Ind., Ohio, Mich.

Region 7: lll., Minn., Wis.

Region 8: lowa, Kan., Mo., Neb.

Region 9: Ark., La., Okla., Texas

Region 10:  Colo., Mont., N.D., N.M.,
S.D., Utah, Wyo.

Region 11:  Ariz,, Calif., Hawaii, Nev.

Region 12:  Alaska, Idaho, Ore.,
Wash.

TABLE 1: College Construction Completed ($000s)

1998

1995 1996 1997 (PREDIGTED)

COST % COST % CosT % GOST %:
New Buildings  § 4,131,972 67.7% § 4528792 72.4% $ 4,260,969 73.8% $ 4,391,606 69.5%
Additions $ 507,809 8.3% S 541,697 B.7% $ 529,013 9.2% $ 856,583 13.6%
Retrofits $ 1,463,373 24.0% $ 1,181,310 18.9% $ 986,993 17.1% $ 1,072,310 17.0%
TOTAL $ 6,103,154 S 6,251,799 § 5,776,975 $ 6,320,499
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