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Colleges and universities are growing, with $6.54
billion in construction to be compleled and
another $6.5 billion to be started this year alone.

by Paul Abramson

United States put finishing touches on
$6.33 billion worth of work, including
almost $4.4 billion of new buildings and just
under $2 billion worth of additions and retro-
fit to existing structures. That $6.33 billion is
an increase of 9.6 percent over the $5.78 bil-

lion completed in 1997. Colleges project
completing another $6.54 billion in 1999.
These are among the highlights of CoLLeGe
PLANNING & MANAGEMENT'S fourth annual sur-
vey of college and university construction,
carried out in conjunction with School
Construction Alert, a reporting service of the
Market Data Retrieval division of Dun and
Bradstreet.

Representatives of School Construction
Alert place telephone calls to each of the
3,600 colleges in the United States, seeking

In 1998, colleges and universities in the

information on their construction programs.
This information is compiled into state and
regional reports from which projections of
total construction activity are made.

Table 1 shows college construction from
1995 through 1999. Tt is interesting to note
that, with the exception of last year, college
construction put in place has risen at a rela-
tively regular pace — going from $6.1 billion
o $6.2 billion and then, after the one-year
fallback, to $6.3 and, this year, a projected
$6.5 billion. The change is not huge, but the
trend is significant.

Perhaps as important is a seeming change
in the focus of college construction, While
the bulk of the dollars spent are still going
into new buildings, an increasing percentage
is being devoted to the retrofit of existing
buildings.







Construction Completed in 1998

COLIEGE PLANNING & MANAGEMENT'S annual
construction survey reports on estimates of
construction completed in the last year, on
construction that colleges project that they
will complete in the current vear and on con-
struction that colleges tell us they expect to
start in the current year. In 1998 (see Table
2), colleges and universities together put 56.3
hillion worth of construction in place, Of that
total, $4.4 billion (69.2 percent) was spent on
constructing entirely new buildings. At an
average cost for new college construction
completed in 1998 of approximately $160 per
square foot, it appears that colleges complet-
ed about 27 million square feet of new build-
ings in 1998, If one assumes that added
space (additions to existing buildings) also
cost an average of $160 per square foot, the
$857 million spent last year would add
another five million square feet to the college
building stock.

Table 2 shows national construction fig-
ures or 1998, Tt also shows construction
activity completed last year in 12 regions of
the United States, Regions encompass any-
where from three 1o seven states and are

A Comparison of College and
School Construction Dollars

Public and private colleges put more
than $6.3 billion worth of construction in
place during calendar year 1998. Public
school districts completed work worth
almost $15.5 billion, meaning that colleges
and schools together completed $21.8 bil-
lion worth of construction in a single year.

Together, they are projecting a total of
almost $22.8 billion in completed construc-
tion in 1999, and they expect to start work
on almost $24.2 billion worth of education-
al construction projects during 1999.

While colleges allocate more than 65
percent of their construction funds to creat-
ing new structures, school districts are
putting slightly more than 50 percent of
their construction dollars into new buildings
and are putting the balance into improving
and enlarging their existing ones. A com-
parison of college and school construction
completed in 1998 is shown here.

Education Construction Completed in 1998

defined in the box on page 22. Four regions ($ billions)
of the United States carried out the most con-
struction. with each putting more than 5700 Schools  Colleges Total

million worth of construction in place.

Region 3, which includes Alabama, Florida, New buildings §7.893  $4.384  $12.277
Georgia and Mississippi, did the most con-

struction — totaling almost $800 million, Additions $3807 S0.857 $A4.754
Region 2 (New York, New Jersey and

Pennsylvania) accounted for §781 million Retrofits $3667  $1.000 $4757
worth of construction, while Region 6

(Indiana, Ohio and Michigan) chimed in with 1ot $15457 $6331  $21.788

§726 million. The fourth region to top the
§700-million mark was Region 4 (Kentucky,

TABLE 1: College Construction Completed (5000s)

1999 Expected

1995 1996 1997 1998 Projected Starts

Cost % Cost % Cost % Cost % Cost % 1999 Y%
New Buildings  § 4,131,972 67.7% §45286792 724% S4,260969 73.8% § 43684803 69.2% §4447,101 6B.0% § 4537836 64.6%
Additions $ 507809 8.3% § B41607 B7% § 520013 9% § 857051 135% § 814446 125% § 042872 134%
Retrofits $ 1463373 240% §$1,181,310 189% S 986993 i7.1% § 1090206 17.2% § 1274292 195% § 1541835 22.0%
TOTAL §6,103,154 /86,251,799 ﬁ,??ﬁ,&?ﬁ $6,332,150 $6,535,839 57,022,543
To read this table: In 1995, colleges spent $4,131,972,000 on construction of new buildings, $507,808,000 on additions to existing buildings and $1,463,373,000 fo
upgrade and retrofit existing buildings — a total of $6,103,154,000. In 1998, colleges completed $6,332,150,000 worth of buildings. Based on current planning, colleges
will complete about $6.536-billion worth of construction in 1999, In 1995, 67.7 percent of the construction dollars went into new buildings.




