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by Paul Abramson

here are approximately 3.700 ac-
Tcredi[cd and recognized colleges

and universities in the United
States. During the calendar year 1996.
these institutions put $6,251,799,000
(Table 1) of construction in place. If
each college and university had com-
pleted a proportional amount of that
construction, the average campus would
haye spent almost $1.7 million on con-
struction last year.

While the $6.23 billion put in place in
1996 is close to the most construction
that colleges have ever done in a single
year, it was significantly less than the
$6.7 billion that had been projected in a
suryey done at the end of 1995. More-
over, looking o the future. colleges and
universities are projecting just $5.9 bil-
lion worth of construction to be com-
pleted in 1997 and $5.8 to start in 1997.
It would seem from these numbers that
America’s colleges and universities are
slowing their physical growth. probably
in response to the declining numbers of
students they are serving.

If this is the reason for the apparent
decline, college planners had better take
another look. The American Council on
Education reported that, in 1996, the de-
cline in entering freshmen stopped. In
another year or two, the Baby Boomlet
generation will begin to graduate from
high school and demand places in col-
leges. A construction slow-down at this
point may leave colleges struggling (o
find space for students and programs
within the next decade.

As Table 1 shows, most of the money
that colleges spend on construction goes
to new buildings. In 1996, more than
$4.5 billion was spent on new college
buildings, approximately 72 percent of
total college construction spending.

Adding to buildings accounted for
just $542 million, or less than nine per-
¢ent of the college construction dollar.
The balance, $1.2 billion (19 percent)
went to renovating existing buildings.

The same pattern is expected to hold
true on buildings completed in 1997 and
on those starting in 1997. Colleges have
a habit of providing far more money (o
build new than they do to bring existing
buildings up to par. The result, on many
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America’s colleges and universities
appear to be slowing their physical
growth. The question, is shold they?

Education Construction in the United States
(1996 completions, 1997 completions and 1997 starts; $000)

‘96 Completion
Colleges - N
New Buildings $4,528,792
Additions 541,697
Renovations 1,181,310
Total Construction  $6,251,799

 School Districts

New Schools $6,117,095
Additions 3,557,333
Renovations 2,344,217

Total Construction $12,018,645

97 Completion| ‘97 Starts
$1,471,839 | $4,056,188
600,052 | 646,406
834093 | 1,096,830
$5,905,984 | $5,799,424
66,946,629 | $6,758,671
3183.835 | 3,094,699
2700,426 | 3,322,593

$12,830,890 |$13,175,963

ﬂﬂ

MEduation
New Buildings $10,645,887
Additions 4,099,030
Renovations 3,525,527
Total Construction $18,270,444
(Table 1)

| $11,418,468

$10,814,859

3,783,887 | 3,740,745
3,534,519 4,419,423
$18,736,874 | 518,975,387
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